
School for Deaf Children 
Les Cayes, Haiti 

Architects Without Borders – Oregon has agreed to provide design services for a new School for Deaf 

Children in Les Cayes, Haiti.  The School for Deaf Children is an existing institution in Les Cayes, on the 

southwest coast of Haiti.  Architects Without Borders – Oregon has worked in the Les Cayes area since 

the January 2010 earthquake in Haiti, supporting the rural primary school construction program of 

BuildOn.  One of our collaborators on this work is Nick Trout, formerly of Portland but now living in Les 

Cayes and teaching at the American University of the Caribbean.  It is Nick who has now connected us 

with the School for Deaf Children.  Donors from the United States have enabled the School for Deaf 

Children to purchase a piece of property on the outskirts of Les Cayes and have pledged to support the 

construction of new facilities for the school. 

The planned new school will serve up to 60 students.  Facilities are anticipated to consist of six 

classrooms, one dining hall/assembly hall, kitchen facilities, an administration office, and living facilities 

for up to 48 children, four house mothers, four  teachers, four to eight guest volunteers, and the school 

director and his wife.  The plan for the approximately 0.30 hectare (0.75 acre) property also anticipates 

the staff and students raising fruit, vegetables and chickens for the school kitchen. 

Space program as provided by the client 

Description  Dimensions Area Quantity Total Area 
   meters  Sq M   Sq M 

Classrooms  4 x 6 m    24      6    144 
Office   4 x 6 m    24      1      24 
Reception  Receptionist’s desk and waiting area for up to 10 people 
Kitchen and dining 6 x 8 m    48      1      48 
Storage room  Cleaning equipment and non-food supplies 
Student bunk rooms 4 x 6 m    24      8    192 
Housemothers’ rooms 4 x 6 m    24      2      48 
Teachers’ rooms 4 x 6 m    24      2      48 
Guest rooms  4 x 6 m    24      2      48 
Director’s room  4 x 6 m    24      1      24 
Linen storage  near each group of living quarters 
Lavatories/showers near each group of living quarters 
Toilets   one structure with sub-areas for boys, girls and adults 
 
Additional program information 
 
Classrooms  All classrooms should be identical.  Class size is expected to be 10 to 12 students.  It is 
anticipated that there will be one classroom for older boys, one classroom for older girls and four 
classrooms of mixed younger students.  Each classroom should have at least one blackboard wall.  Each 
classroom should have a storage area (cabinet, shelves or closet).  They like the BuildOn classrooms 
which are approximately 6 meters by 6 meters, with one door and a blackboard on one wall. 
 



Office  The office is a work space for two people.  Meeting with up to six people are expected. 
 
Kitchen and Dining  The housemothers also do the cooking for the school.  There will be up to four 
people working in the kitchen at one time.  Facilities should include one refrigerator, one freezer, one 
range, one oven, three prep/cleanup sinks, one handwashing sink, work counters, and storage for pots, 
pans, cooking utensils, trays, dishes, and eating utensils.  A closet should be included for cleaning 
supplies. 
 
All students and staff will eat together at one time.  A handwashing station should be included at the 
student entrance to the dining area.  Big tables seating up to 20 students are envisioned.  Taller chairs 
will be needed for the smaller students.  Food will be served by older students and housemothers, 
bringing cafeteria-style trays from a kitchen serving line to the tables.  Each student will be responsible 
for returning his or her tray to a receiving window between the kitchen and dining room. 
 
The dining room will also be used for other assembly purposes. 
 
Student Bunk Rooms  Eight identical rooms are envisioned - four for boys, four for girls - each 
accommodating up to six students in bunk beds.  These students live at the school during the week, but 
go home on weekends.  Storage for clothing is needed.  The school does not anticipate students 
studying in these rooms, they are for sleeping and dressing only.  There should be some separation 
between the boys’ and girls’ bunk rooms. 
 
Housemothers’ Rooms  Two identical rooms, located near the bunk rooms they will be supervising.  
Housemothers live at the school full time when school is in session, two occupants per room.  Rooms 
should have chairs and a small table as well as beds and space for wardrobes. 
 
Teachers’ Rooms  Two identical rooms, each for two teachers.  Teachers stay at the school during the 

week.  These rooms are furnished just like the housemothers’ rooms. 

Guest Rooms  Two identical rooms, each accommodating up to four people.  These are for volunteers 

who come to teach or work at the school for relatively short periods.  Furnishings should be like the 

housemothers’ and teachers’ rooms. 

Director’s Room  The director and his wife will be living here full time.  Furnishings are to be similar to 

the other adult living quarters, providing for sleeping and dressing and a comfortable place to sit and 

read or talk.  It would be good if this could be planned for expansion if a future director had a larger 

family. 

Toilets  An AWB design team previously developed prototype designs for group toilets.  It is anticipated 

that the prototype design using a holding tank system will be adapted for use at the school. 

Site Development and Construction Issues 

Topography and Surroundings  The site is generally flat, with a hill to the south.  There are no buildings 

or uses on adjacent properties that would influence building placement or other development decisions 

on the property.  The site has been farmed in the past and the soil is suitable for gardening. 



Water  A well will be drilled, but the location on the site is not yet known.  Water will be piped to 

kitchen, shower and handwashing locations.  Water heating, if any, will be solar.  Grey water will be 

used or infiltrated on site.  Use of rainwater from roofs for irrigation is desirable, but will require storage 

tanks. 

Access and Security  A secure gate with an attendant booth is needed at the entry to the site from the 

road.  A perimeter wall will be constructed around the site.  Daily food deliveries are anticipated and 

receiving for the kitchen should be near the entry/parking.  Parking space for four vehicles is requested.  

A clear path for a farm tractor is needed from the site entry to the garden area.  A clear path for a 

pumping truck is needed from the site entry to the toilet structure. 

Building Materials  Construction is expected to be concrete slab on built-up grade, concrete block walls, 

wood roof structure and metal roofing, similar to the BuildOn school buildings.  This is a high seismic risk 

and hurricane risk area and buildings must include solid wall sections to provide lateral strength.  

Construction should be limited to one story.  Economical use of space and materials is important. 

Ventilation and Daylighting  Rooms and buildings should be designed for good cross-ventilation and 

daylighting.  No operable windows, glazing, screens or shutters are to be used.  Window openings are to 

be either ventilating concrete block (as used in the BuildOn schools) or open with security bars.  

Buildings should not be placed against the perimeter wall. 

Outdoor assembly/play area  An outdoor assembly area should be provided.  Tents/canopies may be 

rented to provide shade or shelter for special events.  Space for students to play is needed. 

Food Production  Fruit trees will be planted around the site adjacent to the perimeter wall.  The garden 

area should be maximized.  Chickens will need a chicken house.  Storage will be needed for garden tools.  

Composting of garden and kitchen waste is anticipated. 

Site Plan  The site plan received from the client is attached.  The notes on the plan regarding placement 

of facilities on the site are the client’s and should be treated as suggestions, not directives. 


